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Green buildings offer clean life

ARCHITECT EXTOLS BENEFITS Olf 'SxKYSC'RAPERS THAT CREATE LOW CARBON FOOTPRINT

By EMMANUELLE LANDAIS
Staff Reporter

Dubai Maintaining clean air
and lower pollution levels
could benefit developers of
skyscrapers to attract visi-
tors, investors and resi-
dents, a tall buildings de-
sign expert has said.

“The tallest building in the
world would probably not be
able to qualify for the highest
rank in sustainable develop-
ments, but technology exists
now to give skyscrapers as
low carbon footprint as pos-
sible said David Scott,
chairman of the Council on
Tall Buildings and Urban
Habitat and a principal at
Arup, an international engi-
neering design firm.

Environmentally friendly
standards in designing tall
buildings will contribute to
keeping panoramic views
visible at staggering heights
clear, as a smoggy day can
quickly make them worth-
less, said Scott, who was re-
cently in Dubai ahead of the
eighth Council on Tall Build-
ings and Urban Habitat Con-
gress, Tall and Green: Ty-
pology for a Sustainable Ur-
ban Future which will be
held in early March,

Whilst calling Dubai's
skyline  ‘wery  exciting,
Scott emphasised the value
of clean air. “In a city it is
very forfunate to have
clean air, Tve been here
several fimes and ['ve never
seen it so clear,” he said last
Wednesday.

“A 300-metre tall build-
ing could achieve platinum
LEED (Leadership in Ener-
gy and Environmental De-
sign) but it needs a lot of
hard work. These buildings
occupy a lot of valuable re-
al estate space and they
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Conference to be
held in March

The Council an Tal| Bulldings and
Urban Habitat Congrass will be
held from March 3 to 5 in Dubai.
For mors information visit
www.cthuh.org
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need o infegrate a frans-
port systerm,” said Scort,
“When developers real-
ise it iz in their best inter-
est to create clean air and
an environment that pro-
motes it, changes will hap-
pen in tall buildings. Large
financial institutions will
force developers to think
about energy use,” he said.
“Eventually they will need
to know how green a build-
ing is and what its energy
consumption is and get it

audited to see if buildings
are using less energy. We
need to create that competi-
tion. Tenants will create a
demand for

sustainable
buildings that uses less en-
ergy,” Scott told Gulf News. .

“Cities like London and
New York have a wide ur-
ban fabric with buildings
made by architects and ma-
terials that went in and out
of fashion. In today's envi-
ronment we have different
architects and tvpes of ma-
terials that can be used ef-
ficiently and in an interest-
ing way," he said.

“Looking at Dubai: there
are a lot of cool things going
on with shaded spaces. The
Dubai Municipality build-
ing is a good example of a
development

frorm the sun,” Scott said.




