Dubai

As a trendsetter in the

region, Dubai has embarked on
a mission to ensure the environmentally-friendliness of
its built environment. As the boom continues, the
emirate is baitling to ensure that its economy and E
infrastructure can sustain this frenetic pace of growth. |

N

MID its stupendous

growth and multibil-

lion-dollar projects that

crowd its skyline, a

quiet revolution is taking place in

Dubai. The emirate is firmly mov-
ing towards a “green revolution” in
construction and has become the
global hub for design and for the
tall building concept.

This was amply proved by a recent
congress held in Dubai, which rein-
forced the emirate’s eminent standing
in the construction world.

The cream of the architectural and design
segment descended on Dubai last month ta

artend the Congress on the Council for Tall
Buildings and Urban Habitar (CTBUH).
However, what was perhaps maore significant
was the fact that the congress highlighred
Dubai’s new emerging role as a pioneer in
the sustainability segment in the region.
Hence, October 24, 2007, is likely to go
down as & major milestone in Dubaj
struction annals. [t was the Dubai's
Ruler Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum issued a new order, implementing

one

green building specifications and standards
in the emirate, thus making it the first in the
Middle East to adopt such specifications.
The gif is o turn Dubai into a healthy, pol
Tution-free and sustainable city. The decision
is likely to have an importane bearing on
how buildings in the emirate and the region

shape up in the furure

“Going forward, Dubai has to use energy
mote efficiendy. There scems to be no doube
in anyone's mind that better energy conser-
vation is a key initative going forward for
Dubai,” Sheikh Mohamemed said.

Dubai seems to have it all - in the league of
the “firsts”, the “mallest” and the “largest”
and the emirare’s excellent marketing of
itself means thar the world is aware of its
aweinspiring growth.

With this new initiative Dubai has indicat-
ed its commitment not only to growth but o
longterm sustainability and environmental
tesponsibility. Already, the emirate’s major
developers have launched “green initiatives”
- for example, Nakheel, one of the world's
largest privately-held property developers,







