"Tackling challenge
of building green

skyscrapers

‘It can cut operational cost of buildings’
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Dubai How to achieve sus-
tainability and build high-
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Carbon neutral

rise buildings? The upcom-
ing Council on Tall Build-
ings and Urban Habitat
Congress in  March in
Dubai will address how to
build sustainable skyscrap-
ers — the next challenge in
Dubai's roadmap to turn-
ing buildings green.
Antony Wood, executive
dircctor of the Council on
Tall Buildings and Urban
Habitat (CTBUH) said
many real estate companies
and developers have started
to implement green building
principles across the full
spectrum of th nrpmpcmss
“These initiatives will
tremendeusly improve the
quality of the emirate's en-
vironment,” said Wood.
“Counteracting impact on
the environment from con-
struction pm]cm with a
sustainable vision is ab-
solutely vital for the long-
term vitality of the emirate™
The answer in building
sustainable tall buildings is
in design. Through atten-
tion to detail in all parts of
the design process, build-
ings can move towards sus-
tainability. “Sustainability at
the end has always been
about an investment in the
present for the benefit of the
future,” added Wood. All
these challenges will be dis-
cussed in detail in the up-
coming CTBUH Congress.

Balancing act

“We are in a critical stage
in the development of hu-
man culture, as the realities
of climate change begin to
impact human behaviour.
On the one hand we are
trying to build new cities
as quickly and efficiently
as we can to accommodate
an overwhelming popula-
tion increase, and on the
other hand we are trying to
preserve natural environ-
ments and integrate them
with urban living” he said.

The eighth CTBUH Con-
ar labelled “Tall and
Green: Typology for a Sus-

i
T achieve carbon netrzaly the
02 emissions released from the
enesgy used by the Congress will
be calculated, including delegates’
intesnational travel and offset by
Climate Care who fund a variety
of different projects to reduce the
equivalent amount of C0Z
emissions.

A proportion of sl delegates
registuation fees will be directed
ta this initiative, This funding,
will be spread acrass a portfolio
of Climate Care projects such as
restoring a rainforest in Uganda,
providing efficient cooking stoves
in Bangladesh, Honduras and
Madagascar, supplying treadle
pumps in India, and installing
energy efficient lighting n the
Marshall lslands.

For more infarmation please
visit our website:
www.cthuh2008.com.

£

tainable Urban Future” will
be held from March 3 to §
and gather more than 600
building professionals from
around the world to discuss
the sustainable design of tall
buildings and technologies
concerned with energy use
reduction and generation.
His Highness Shaikh Mo-
hammad Bin Rashid Al Mak-
toum, Vice-President and
Prime Minister of the UAE
and Ruler of Dubai issued a
directive in October 2007
mandating builders and de-
velopers in Dubai to comply
with green building stan-
dards to ensure a healthy and
environment-friendly city.
“Many people think that
adoprion of the green build-
ing specifications can cost
more, but this is not totally
true. Green materials can
contribute to the reduction of
operational cost of buildings
through reducing electriciry
and water bills, Green build-
ings also promote indirect
benefits, such as improved
worker performance  and
productivity” Wood said.
See also Page 17



