Tall Buildings in Numbers

/) By Nathaniel Hollister, Jan Klerks & Antony Wood (all at CTBUH)

New York City Scrapers

New York’s dramatic skyline, over a century in the making, has for years been the/éhvy of cities around the world. From the very birth of ‘
the tall building typology, New York has been at the forefront of the scene. Evenyas recently as the 1970s, New York City alone contained :
over 50% of the world’s 150 m+ buildings. The city’s accomplishments, including both historic and under construction buildings, are

impressive when examined in isolation as well as a part of the global whole, The study below examines the make-up and historical -
development of the New York City skyscraper. / L
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By the end of 2011, 221 buildings 150 meters or taller will / :
exist in New York City. This number, more than any other /
city save Hong Kong, makes up nearly 9% of the global 1

total and 34% of the buildings in the United States. ! 2009
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Timeline of New York City Skyscraper Completion
Dots represent buildings: completion year and height; bars represent total number of buildings completed each year
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History of the “World’s Tallest Building
According to CTBUH Height Criteria: Height to Architectural Top
@ NYC Buildings Non-NYC Buildings
Home World Manhattan | Park Row Singer Metropoli- | Woolworth | Bank of Chrysler Empire State One World SearsTower | Petronas Towers Taipei 101 |Burj Khalifa
Insurance Building Life Building Building tan Life Building Manhattan | Building Building Trade Center Chicago 1&2 Taipei Dubai
Building New York Building New York New York Tower New York Building New York New York New York 1974 Kuala Lumpur 2004 2010
Chicago 1890 New York 1899 1908 New York 1913 New York 1930 1931 1972 442m 1998 508 m 828m
1885 94m 1894 119m 187m 1909 241m 1930 319m 381m 417m 1,451 ft 452m 1667t 2,717ft
55m 309 ft 106m 391ft 612ft 213m 792ft 283m 1,046 ft 1,250 ft 1,368 ft 1,483 ft
180 ft 348 ft 700 ft 927 ft
+39m +12m +13m +68 m +26m +28m +42 m +36m +62m +36m +25m +10m +56m  +320m
+129 ft +39 ft +43 ft +221 ft +88 ft +92 ft +135 ft +118 ft +204 ft +118 ft +83 ft +32 ft +184ft  +1,050 ft
+71% +13% +12% +57% +14% +13% +17% +13% +19% +9% +6%; +2% +12% +63%

A remarkable 10 of the 16

skyscrapers which have
enjoyed the title of the

world’s tallest were located
in New York, giving the city
the title for a combined

total of 84 out of 126 years.

As late as 1970, New
York City contained 52%
of the world’s 150 m+
buildings and 59% of
USA buildings. These
numbers are now at 9%
and 34% respectively.
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Far from slowing after
the events of 9/11, 39
buildings 150 m+ have
completed in NYC
from 2002-2011, 18%
of the city’s current
total.
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