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URBAN HABITAT / URBAN DESIGN COMMITTEE 
FORMED 
 
The CTBUH  working committee focusing on  
Urban Habitat /   Urban Design was formed in 
October of 2014. With an interest in the role of 
 the Tall Building within the city and how Tall 
Buildings affect the quality of Life for those that 
Live or Work within or near them. 
 
One of the outputs of this working committee will 
be a publication. The working title of this 
publication is simply: Urban Spaces Surrounding 
Tall Buildings. This publication will feature the 
wide variety of URBAN SPACES surrounding TALL 
BUILDINGS. These range from [ƻƴŘƻƴΩǎ Pocket 
Parks and ¢ƻǊƻƴǘƻΩǎ POPS to  recent Master 
Planned Communities such as /IL/!DhΩǎ New 
East Side to the Grand Dubai Fountain in 
Downtown Dubai and {ƛƴƎŀǇƻǊŜΩǎ Marina Bay 
Promenade. 
 
The publication will include an introductory 
section explaining the general principles and best 
practice ideas, followed by a section with a  dozen  

 
 
Case studies , focused specifically on the 
urban spaces created /  how the tower 
meets the ground. The analysis sections 
will include issues such as massing at 
ground level; ground level functions; 
internal-external connections 
landscaping /  materials; percentage of 
open to built space. Look for this 
publication to be published in 2016. 
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Lambda Alpha Speaking Engagement  
 
On October 28th, 2014 Richard Witt, Chair of CTBUH Canada and James Parakh, CTBUH 
Advisory Panel Member spoke to an audience of Planners, Lawyers, Architects and Land 
Economists at a dinner hosted by the Simcoe Chapter of  Lambda Alpha International. 
Richard presented his talk from the  Shanghai conference on Urban Community, while 
James talked about Tall Buildings in Toronto and around the world  in his ΨǎǘƻǊŜȅΩ on 
vertical urbanism. The talk was followed by a question and answer session and a 
presentation of next years 2015 New York CTBUH Conference introduction video. 
 
 

 
 
 
Upcoming UH/ UD 3 City Tour ς Winter Spaces , what makes them work? 
 
The UH UD Committee is in the early phases of organizing a 3 City Winter Spaces Tour to 
be held in January in New York, Chicago and Toronto. The Tour will help the participants 
understand what makes Urban Spaces successful in the winter. This tour will follow the 
upcoming CTBUH Canada Tour of ICE Condos in Toronto. 
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Ottawa Urban Forum Lecture 
 
James Parakh introduced the CTBUH to a new audience in Ottawa, Canada on November 6th, 2014. A 
packed room was informed about Tall Buildings around the world and how Toronto establishes a high 
quality of life in its vertical communities by the creation of open space at grade and making sure Tall 
Buildings are adequately spaced apart.  James concluded the evening by playing the CTBUH New York 
2015 conference preview video. The following morning James was interviewed on CBC  Radio Canada 
by host Hallie Cotnam about  Tall Buildings and the communities that are created within them.  
 
Also of note 
 
CTBUH UH /  UD Committee member Richard Wilson (AS+GG) attended this years awards symposium in 
Chicago.  
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